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GENERAL CONFERENCE. 


THe Sixty-fourth Annual Conference of the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints, convened in the Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, at 10 am., 
on Friday, April 6, 1894. 

‘The following were on the stand: Of the First Presidency—Wilford 
Woodruff, George Q. Cannon, Joseph F. Smith; of the Quorum of the 
Twelve Apostles—Lorenzo Snow, Franklin D. Richards, Brigham Young, 
Francis M. Lyman, John Henry Smith, George Teasdale, Heber J. Grant, 
John W. Taylor, Marriner W. Merrill, Abraham H. Cannon; Patriarch 
John Smith; of the Presidency of the Seventies—Seymour B. Young, C. 
D. Fjelsted, John Morgan, B. H. Roberts, George Reynolds and Jonathan 
G. Kimball; of the Presiding Bishopric—William B. Preston, Robert T. 
Burton and John R. Winder. There were also a number of Presidents of 
Stakes and other prominent Elders from different parts of Utah and sur- 
rounding territories and states. 

Conference was called to order by President George ® Cannon. 
The choir and congregation sang: 
Redeemer of Israel, 
Our only delight. 
Opening prayer by President Joseph F. Smith. 
Singing by the choir: 
Praise ye the Lord! my heart shall join 
In work s0 pleasant, so divine. 
PRESIDENT WILFORD WOODRUFF 
delivered a brief opening address. He expressed his gratitude to God for 
the privilege the Saints enjoyed in assembling in the Sixty-fourth Annual 
Conference of the Church, and that there were present the entire First 
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Presidency, ten of the Twelve Apostle, and other members of organizations 
and authorities. It was a matter of congratulation that the work of the 
Lord was progressing at home and in the nations. The Lord was with us 
and would continue to be so as long as we sought the salvation of our fellow- 
men and performed our duties. The President spoke of the testimonies 
which had been borne and left on record by all the holy prophets, from 
Adam down, concerning the raising up of a Prophet in the latter days to 
establish the Church of Christ in fullness and prepare a people to meet 
the Savior when He should come to reign during the millennium as King 
of Israel. He concluded by expressing a fervent desire that the spirit of 
inspiration and revelation might rest, upon speakers and hearers during 
the present Conference. 
ELDER A. H. CANNON 

said he rejoiced in the testimony of the Gospel which the Lord had given 
him, and though he felt his own imperfections and weaknesses and saw 
them every day he lived, yet he hoped, through the faith and power which 
God would give him, to bring himself in due time under complete subjec- 
tion to His mind and will. He was greatly pleased in traveling among 
this people to find how richly God was blessing them, especially in spirit- 
ual matters. It was said in some quarters that the Saints are gradually 
drifting away from the old love which inspired their hearts formerly and 
brought them into such close communion with the Lord our God. There 
were doubtless many cases of this kind—too many considering the day in 
which we live and the momentous events which lie before the people. 
But he was thankful to know, and to bear his testimony, that the vast 
majority of the Latter-day Saints were striving to live their religion and 
in possession of the Holy Spirit. But he realized also that there was still 
much room for improvement, and never before had there been so great an 
effort made by the adversary of our souls to lead away the children of God, 
to deceive the people and lead them into darkness, as at the present day. 
The speaker warned his hearers to beware of the false doctrines and lying 
statements of those who were going abroad among mankind. We might 
be sure by the testimony within us, if we lived faithful to the covenants 
made with God, that when Christ came again we should know Him; there 
would be no need then for men to tell us that He had again come to the 
earth. Elder Cannon offered some good counsel to the young in this regard, 
and referred to the signs which had accompanied and would acccompany 
those who believed. It was fashionable nowadays for some men to ridicule 
those who prayed to God. Infidels made light of the supplications which 
were offered to the Throne of Grace; but we might rest assured that God 
always gave to those who sought Him in prayer the things which would 
be for their good. The subject of faith was touched upon, and illustrations 
were given to show how the Lord, to teach us some divine lesson, some- 
times tested us to the uttermost by sending afflictions which we seemed 
hardly able to endure. The speaker testified that the Lord was near unto 
us; He heard and answered our prayers and gave to His children who 
served Him faithfully and sought Him continually those blessings which 
would be for their temporal as well as their eternal happiness. He ad- 


| 
| 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 275 


monished the young to seek Him while he was near, for there were 
troubles coming upon the earth which would try the souls of all men; and 
those who leaned upon the testimonies of others instead of depending 
upon their own faith and works leant upon a broken reed. In conclusion 
Elder Cannon prayed that the peace and blessings of God might rest upon 
all present during this Conference. 
ELDER MARRINER W. MERRILL 
was the next speaker. He said it was a matter of congratulation that we 
had with us the First Presidency, and that we had heard the voice of 
Brother Woodruff, who was so much beloved by the Saints. We were 
fortunate in having a part in this glorious work in the Lord. It was not 
necessary that any member of the Church should be in the dark. Each 
could have a testimony concerning the divine mission of Joseph Smith for 
himself. We had seen some persons occasionally who presumed to have 
revelations to direct others. We had seen men arise in the ranks of the 
Saints with a feeling in their hearts that they were of more than usual 
importance and had the right, in certain instances, to direct the affairs of 
the Church. But sensible and thinking people looked upon that class with 
pity. The Lord had His work organized, His servants appointed to labor 
in the various callings of the Church and each had his allotted place. The 
training of the young in the work of the Gospel wasdwelt upon, and examples 
cited for their guidance. We wanted, he said, to see our young men vaili- 
ant in the cause of God, willing when called upon to go forth and pro- 
claim the Gospel tidings without excuse or hindrance. We should teach 
our children the principles of the Gospel as fast as they were capable of 
comprehending them; here a little and there a little as the opportunity 
presented itself. He knew there was a feeling in the midst of the Latter- 
day Saints in some directions, on the part of parents—how extensive he 
did not pretend to say—that in regard to baptism their children should 
be left alone until they arrived at maturer years, and that they might 
then judge of the matter and what they wished to do for themselves. The 
Lord had said this was wrong. Our children were given and entrusted 
to us to bring up in the ways of the Lord; and we should see that they 
were not neglected in any religious duty. The speaker deprecated the too 
common practice of card playing among young men, even for purposes of 
amusement; he believed it led to evil and should therefore be condemned. 
There was no harm in dancing if conducted aright; it was proper to have 
social amusements and gatherings of that kind; but the great danger lay 
in the excess of these things, and he warned the young to be careful as to 
how far they went in these directions. There was, he feared, too much 
indifference at this time in reference to the spreading of the Gospel and 
the welfare of Zion. Let us resolve, therefore, henceforward to labor with 
all our might and put forth our hand whenever the opportunity offers: 
for the carrying of God’s message throughout the earth. Then the Lord 
would reward us as we deserved, and His blessing would continue to rest 
upon this great latter-day work. 
ELDER JOHN W. TAYLOR 
was the next speaker. He was thankful for the privilege of meeting in 
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Conference with the Saints, where temporal affairs could be put aside for 
& season and the spiritual things of the Kingdom of God could be solely 
considered. He read a portion of the first chapter of Paul’s epistle to the 
Corinthians, including the following verse: “If we or an angel from 
heaven preach any other Gospel unto you than that which we have 
preached unto you let him be accursed.” He also read that part of the 
epistle of the same Apostle to the Romans which treats upon baptism as 
being typical of a burial and resurrection. This language, he contended, 
meant that the mode of administering that ordinance was by immersion 
in water. This was a part of the Gospel which was taught by Paul. The 
speaker next referred to the incident in point related in the 19th chapter 
of the Acts of the Apostles, when certain persons were baptized by Paul and 
received the Holy Ghost by the laying on of his hands. The administra- 
tion of the same ordinances—baptism in water and the laying on of hands 
for the imparting of the Holy Ghost—were sustained by reference to the 
8th chapter of the Acts, which speaks of certain ministrations to believers 
in Samaria. Other passages were cited for the same purpose, Elder 
Taylor at the same time dwelling upon the fact that these doctrines, 
which formed a part of the system of religion taught by Paul, were not 
taught by the churches of the day, aside from the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints. The Lord had established His Church and King- 
dom upon the earth. He himself knew that the community of Latter-day 
Saints were to-day but in their infancy, and that they would grow stronger 
and stronger until the Gospel had been carried unto all the nations of the 
earth. 
The choir sang: 


From afar, gracious Lord, Thou hast gathered Thy flock. 


Conference adjourned until 2 o’clock p.m. 
Benediction by Patriarch John Smith. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 


The choir sang: 
Great God, attend while Zion sings, 
The joy that from Thy presence springs; 
Prayer by Elder George Reynolds. 
Glorious Things of thee are spoken, 
Zion, city of our God! 


ELDER HEBER J. GRANT 
was called upon to address the congregation. He said it was always a 
pleasare to him to have the opportunity of meeting with the Latter-day 
| Saints, and especially was this the case at the annual Conference. He re- 
joiced exceedingly in the Gospel of Jesus Christ, in the plan of life and 
salvation that had been revealed in this our day, and he prayed that he 
might never break any of the covenants into which he had entered with 
God. His great desire was to know the mind and will of God and to act 
in accordance therewith. In proportion to our diligence, faithfulness and 
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humility in keeping His commandments would He bless and assist us in 
the labors of life. A man who possessed the testimony that he was en- 
gaged in the work of God valued that testimony more than life itself, 
and the most earnest desire of every true Latter-day Saint, male or 
female, was that their children may grow up in the nurture and admoni- 
tion of the Gospel, and so keep the commands of God that they may 
be saved in His Kingdom. We received a testimony of the Gospel by 
obeying its laws and ordinances; we received a knowledge of the divin- 
ity of the work in which we are engaged by keeping the commands 
of God; and our children would receive that knowledge exactly as their 
parents had before them. The Lord had commanded that we shall teach 
our children the principles of the Gospel, and that they shall be baptized 
when they are eight years of age. If we failed to keep that commandment 
the blessings which he had promised us would be revoked and we would 
have mourning and sorrow in seeing our offspring grow up without a 
desire to serve God. In after years, when we endeavored to instil into 
their minds the principles of the Gospel, failure would come, because the 
seeds of error and distrust would have been already sown, and we would 
be unable to control them; whereas had we done our duty the opposite of 
this would have been the result. In conclusion Elder Grant invoked the 
blessing of God upon this people. 
[TO BE CONTINUED. ] 


MODERN AARONS. 


[CONCLUDED FROM PAGE 270.] 

Wittarp RicHakrps, President Young’s second counselor, was born in 
the state of Massachusetts. The first we know of him was in 1836 when 
he was baptized into the Church. He at once became an active member. 
Twelve days thereafter he met Heber C. Kimball who said to him, “I am 
now ready to fulfill my engagement with you. I start to England to- 
morrow, and you may go with me, so get ready.” On the following day 
they started. From that time on until the Pioneers started for these 
valleys he knew no rest from care. Dr. Richards was an educated man and 
a gentleman. His death was at the time a great loss to the community. 

Daniel H. Wells was chosen in Jedediah M. Grant’s place. He was a 
sound counselor, and a good man. He was a good thinker and a just man, 
and as brave asalion. President Young placed great confidence in him. 
At Grant’s death he was made commander of the militia and served all 
the time it existed. All through the Indian wars he bad command, being 
ably assisted by James Ferguson, R. T. Burton and others. It must be 
remembered that there were no funds then to carry on war with. Men 
volunteered ; some had part of an outfit, others had none; all were sup- 
plied by other people contributing, one a horse, others again saddles, 
others arms, some clothing, all the settlements contributing provision 
and grain. When a command was ready to move, it contained men of all 
sizes, horses of every kind, guns, pistols and sabers of any make and shape, 
and of eyery nationality. But good work was done by them. How well 
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many of us can remember the blue blouse coat with brass buttons, the 
first uniform we had! How we used to drill “over Jordan!” This was 
when the Indian wars were over and it was easy to be a soldier. At that 
late date we had availed ourselves of the arms that the soldiers of Camp 
Floyd and Camp Douglas had sold to us. How well do we remember 
Bishop Edward Hunter, with his home guards of the old men drilling 
Saturday afternoon! He formed them against the Temple wall, so as to 
get a straight line. His first command was “right about face?” which 
they executed accordingly. He saw it was not what he wanted, so he 
ordered “right about face” again. What he wanted was “right face ;” so 
he said, “pshaw, pshaw, boys, follow me,” and he struck down the side- 
walk; they following him. 

Daniel H. Wells served several times as mayor of Salt Lake; also served 
many times in the Legislature, and in the City Council. He survived 
President Young a number of years. The last conversation I ever had 
with him was about President Young. I said, “I wish we had four Brig- 
ham Youngs instead of one.” He leaned forward and in a feeling tone 
said: “Just another such as he was would be a God-send.” 

George A. Smith, who was appointed counselor to Brigham in Heber C. 
Kimball’s place, was even greater than Aaron of old—he did not want the 
people to club in to, make him a great coat, but was ever glad to wear a 
home-spun one. He was one of the people before he was a counselor to 
President Young, and was ever useful in pushing settlements. It was he 
that pushed the settlements south even into Iron County. He made his 
home in Parowan for many years. His peaceful Indian policy was a great 
success and prevented much bloodshed. But it was James Andrus that 
finally settled the Indian question in southern Utah. The Navajos for 
many years would come over from Colorado and kill a few people and 
steal their stock. On one of these raids James Andrus was sent after 
them. He overtook them at the Colorado river and killed all but one 
who jumped into the river. This one he let go so that he could tell what 
had become of the rest. It had the desired effect—there has never been a 
raid since. 

George A. Smith was noted for his short sermons. He seldom used 
more than fifteen minutes or half an hour’s time, but every word seemed 
a sentence. He knew what to say and he said it and quit. He was a 
great historian, and read until his eyes got weak. Then he got his chil- 
dren and friends to read to him. He was fond of his friends, tender in 
his own feelings and of their feelings. If he knew a man once he knew 
him forever afterwards. He was a statesman by instinct, and became one 
by practice. He believed in arbitration. In traveling through the Terri- 
tory with him I have known him to sit as arbitrator and settle difficulties 
that would have kept a court running for days, and cost hundreds of 
dollars for lawyers’ fees. I never knew of one that was ever appealed, 
either. The Saints loved him, and he loved the Saints. He was like the 
Savior, believed in doing good every day as well as Sunday. He never 
blamed any man for differing with him, and in the Legislature he was a 
power, clear-headed ever, wanting legislation for the good of the masses. 
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Crude and inexperienced as the legislators were at that time, they always 
aimed at just laws. In politics he was a Whig, but said he to me: “I 
hope politics will be kept out of our Church. I also know,” said he, “that 
if a man is bitten by a political snake he seldom gets over it.” 

George A. Smith was born in the town of Postdam, St. Lawrence 
County, New York, on the 26th day of June, 1817. He joined the Church 
when a boy. He went to school part of the winter of 1832-33, and, says 
he, “all of the large boys combined to abuse me on account of my religion. 
I was large of my age; boys three or four years older than myself were 
my size, and had always been able to handle me with ease. [ endured 
their abuse until I could bear it no longer; and soon convinced them by 
physical demonstration that my strength had very much increased; and 
after that I was able to master the school, after which I was treated with 
respect.” His life was an open book and all who knew him could read it. 


These men were chosen even as Aaron was chosen. To speak of such 
men as they deserve is not in my power, nor the power of man. They 
lived a righteous life, and have gone to receive their reward. May their 
children and all those that knew them, follow their example! 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 


Sixteen lives have been lost by an explosion of firedamp in a coalpit at Cyuprija, 
Servia. 

The Newfoundland Ministry as resigned in consequence of the Governor having re- 
fused to dissolve the house so that new elections might be held. 

A large stable at Baltimore, Ohio, U.S. A., has been destroyed by fire and 137 valuable 
horses burned to death. The loss is estimated at half a million dollars, 

Suicide epidemic is raging in Paris, France. The death-roll from this cause is already 
very heavy. No less than nine cases of self-destruction occurred in one day. 

By an explosion of molten metal which occurred in a steel works at Pomeroy, Ohio, 
U.S. A., ten men were frightfully burned, four beyond recovery, and thirty seriously in- 
jured. 

Eighteen lives have been lost by an outbreak of fire in a coal mine in the Kawto dis- 
trict of Japan. At Hokkaido considerable damage to property has been caused by earth- 
quake shocks. 

A most destructive fire, which resulted in damage being done to the amount of $1,250,000 
has occurred at the works of the American Glucose Company, Buffalo, U.S.A. Twelve 
of the workmen perished in the flames. 


A severe conflict has taken place at Pantar, in the Indian Archipelago, between 
Spaniards and Malays, in which two hundred of the latter, who were the aggressors, were 
killed. The loss on the Spanish side was but slight. 


The weavers employed at ten cotton mills in Nelson, England, came out on a strike, 
April 11. Three thousand hands employed at the Tay Works, Dundee, have also struck 
work owing to alleged irregularities in their hours of labor. 


A sensation has been caused by a despatch from Philadelphia stating that war to the 
knife is declared by the Knights of Labor against the twenty or more breweries in St. 
Louis which are controlled by the English Syndicate, and it is given out that before many 
months the plant of every brewery concern will be absolutely idle, and that millions of 
dollars of English capital will become unproductive. 


- 
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MONDAY, APRIL 30, 1694. 


WORK TO A DEFINITE PLAN. 


In the performance of any labor which man may undertake one principle 
is recognized as being absolutely necessary to insure success, no successful 
enterprise really having been begun without it. This principle is system, 
order, or a definite plan. 

If a building is to be erected the architect is first called upon to devise 
plans. These plans are carefully gone over and if found perfect in every 
detail are acoepted. The laborers are then set to work upon the structure. 
They do not go to work in a hap-hazard way, but strictly follow the plans 
submitted to them. The result is a structure in accordance with the plan. 
While it is possible that they might have evolved some structure had they 
been permitted to work without plans, many changes or alterations would 
have been necessary, and a great deal more tinie would have been consumed 
in completing the building than if definite plans had been followed. 

This principle is recognized in all the affairs of men. It should be no less 
so among the Elders of Israel who are honored with the great calling of pro- 
claiming the Gospel to the inhabitants of the world. They should seek to 
perform their labors in a systematic and effective way. We will not refer 
so much to the method of presenting the Gospel to the people, though that 
is a feature which should be carefully studied; for when the Elders have 
discovered the strongest arguments for the truth and the most logical 
reasoning upon the Scriptures, they are then able to intelligently present 
the Gospel to the people and defend its principles by an unanswerable 
array of facts and proofs. But we would refer more to the plans laid for 
the performance of the daily work that falls to the lot of an Elder in the 
performance of his duty. 

Every Elder, in order to satisfy himself with his labors, and to do the 
greatest amount of good in the time allotted to him in the missionary 
field, should lay a plan for every day’s work. He should never retire to 
rest without having laid out the work for the following day. For instance: 
To-morrow I shall circulate so many tracts, or use so much time in that 
part of the work; I shall use so much time for reading or for the system- 
atic study of such and such a subject; I shall spend so much time visiting 
such and such Saints, or friends, and keep this or that appointment; 
so much time to my correspondence and other matters of minor import- 
ance; so much time to our meetings, and so on with all the work that 
comes to an energetic missionary from day to day. If an Elder pursue this 
course he will be surprised at the amount of work he will be able to perform. 
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It may be answéred as against this plan that in the performance of 
missionary labor no definite time can be attached to any one thing; that 
it may take half a day to distribute ten tracts, or it may take but an 
hour to give out fifty; that an Elder may get into conversation that may 
last for hours and his plan be destroyed; that he can fix no limit to the 
time he spends with the Saints; that if he did so they would be‘offended. 
But the old adage remains and is as true as ever: “Where there's a will 
there’s a way.” An Elder who has labored actively in the field for six 
months has a fair idea of what can be done in a day on the average, and 
can lay his plans for an amount of work that shall not overreach his 
ability to perform it. Where he may fail a little in reaching the amount 
of work one day, another day will make it up; but he must not allow every 
little thing which comes along to serve as an excuse for not completing 
what he had that day determined todo, What he might lose in tracting 
one day he would make up in conversation, which is even a more effective 
way of reaching the people, and what he would lose the next day in con- 
versation he could make up in tracting. If the distribution of a certain 
number of tracts per day is found to be an uncertain plan, then designate 
a certain length of time each day for that work and divide the remainder 
of the time as the circumstances and the conditions of the field demand. 

True Saints will never become offended at an Elder who limits his time 
with them in accordance with his work. After he has adopted a plan it 
is his duty to carry it out. No Saints would expect an Elder to fail in this 
duty any more than they would expect him to fail in keeping appoint- 
ments for meetings in order to spend the time with them. That working 
- toadefinite plan each day is feasible has been demonstrated, and it is 
infinitely more satisfactory than working without it. 

The active Elder who lays out his work beforehand and tries to accom- 
plish the task he has set himself will very seldom be hindered in complet- 
ing it, while on the other hand if he have laid no plan the merest trifle 
serves to draw his attention and turn him from the more weighty duties 
of his mission. 

We need not state that where unforeseen emergencies arise and import- 
ant duties in consequence claim the attention of the Elder he should 
attend to these and forego so much of his self-allotted task as is super- 
seded by such duties, for this will be self evident to all. For instance, 
some of the Saints may be sick and require the Elders to administer to 
them. This may impose a walk of several miles and also take much of 
their time, as they ought not to be in a hurry, but to be in truth comfort- 
ing ministers unto the sick. Elders may also receive invitations to visit 
inquiring friends who desire more light on the Gospel and, where no 
previous appointments interfere, such opportunities should be eagerly 
embraced although it may apparently interfere with the plan for the day’s 
work; but the plan was laid with the object in view of spreading the 
knowledge of the Gospel and where an opening is afforded to do this more 
effectively it carries out the purpose of the plan if not the plan itself. 

The season is now approaching for outdoor preaching. Where the 
Elders are located in a district they soon become acquainted with the best 
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places where to draw an audience around them. It will be well for 
them to hold their meetings at stated times during the week, and when 
closing the meetings inform their listeners at what time they will meet 
there again. Meanwhile they will be trying’ other places and if they find 
these more suitable they can give notice of any change they intend to 
make in order to give those who desire further information concerning 
the principles of the Gospel the desired opportunity. The Elders will find 
thet having a plan for their outdoor meetings and following it will give 
the best results. 


RELEASES AND APPOINTMENTS.—Elder W. W. Pace has been released 
from his labors as Traveling Elder in the Norwich Conference, and has 
been appointed to labor in the Scottish Conference. 

Elder C. A. Carlquist was honorably released, April 7, from presiding 
over the Scandinavian Mission, and returned home with the company 
which left Liverpool, April 14. 

Elder J. H. Stocker has been honorably released from presiding over the 
Swiss and German Mission, to return home, May 12, 1894. 

Elder Peter Sundwall has been appointed to preside over the Scandina- 
vian Mission. | 

Elder Geo. C. Naegle has been appointed to preside over the Swiss and 
German Mission. 


“THE MORMON FAITH.” 


THE people of the world are beginning to recognize the fact that there is 
something in “Mormonism” that gives it power and life, and the press 
is changing its tone in writing of this much-spoken-of people. Referring 
to the banishment of “Mormon” Elders from Prussia the New York Sun 
says :— 


It is an unexpected proceeding of the Prussian authorities to expel the 
Mormon missionaries who recently sailed from this port to propagate 
their faith in foreign parts. Mormonism is one of the important and 
serious religions of the times. It must have over a million adherents in 
the world, and its missionaries claim the right to propagate it as a Divine 
revelation. These missionaries are plentiful in England, Scandinavia, 
Polynesia, and several states of the American Union. The Mormons have 
repudiated that one of their social practices which the Christian world 
regards as inimical to the public welfare, and, indeed, they now claim that 
their creed is but slightly different from those of several of the sects of 
Christianity. It is hard to understand why Prussia, which is a Protestant 
country, and permits both pagans and atheists to live in it, should expel 
the missionaries of the Church of Latter-day Saints. 


Commenting on the above the Ogden Standard contains the following, 
under the title which heads this article :— 


Whether the number of converts to the Mormon faith is as large, or 
larger than above stated, is immaterial. There are a great many in the 
aggregate; but the all important fact is that Mormonism is one of the 
re ee \ oes of the world, and as such it can take its place among the 
world’s religious systems. It has many points in general harmony with 
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orthodox Christian faiths, such as faith, repentance, baptism, spiritual 
gifts, inspiration of the scriptures, divine Fatherhood, sonship of Christ, 
communion, church organization and such like. Yet the Mormon faith 
has several distinguishing characteristics, such as continued revelation 
from God and the supremacy of the priesthood; but it is more especially 
notable for the doctrine of immortality, or soul existence as eternal, in- 
cluding past, present and future; not a mere stage in time, but an endless 
life. is doctrine of immortality is probably one of the oldest in religious 
history. It has been recently revived from the ancient Braminical teach- 
ings by the theosophists. It was championed by Origen in the Christian 
church in the early part of the third century, and had many adherents. 
The fundamental idea of Origen was “the original and indestructible 
unity of God and all spiritual essences.” It is this doctrine that especi- 
ally characterizes Mormonism; and, one great dogma is enough to give a 
church a lasting place in the world ; especially if the dogma be an ever 
recurring thought in the religious life of the mankind. There are not 
many cardinal truths to occupy the mind; and what there are, like the 
separate colors of the pee ny —_ form pure light, and so may this 
doctrine be one of the rays that form the truth and the life against which 
the gates of hell shall not prevail. 


THE PERSONALITY OF GOD. 


“Kwow ye that the Lord he is God: it is he that hath made us, and not we 
ourselves; we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.”—Psalms c: 3. 
Humanity is in a truly deplorable state of ignorance with regard to the 
character and attributes of the Creator of the heavens and earth and “all 
that in them is.” 
' The ancient Egyptians deified various natural objects and principles: 
the soil, the sky, the idea of time and space, terminating later into the 
worship of animals, etc. The Babylonians and Assyrians were idolaters; 
the sun, moon and planets were conspicuous among their gods. The 
Persian religion was distinguished by the worship of the elements; the 
sun, fire, air, earth and water were all objects of adoration and sacrifice. 
Brahmaism, the Hindoo faith, teaches a system which makes God the 
soul of the universe; so that “whatever we taste, or see, or smell, or feel, 
is God.” The Chinese lean more strongly to Buddhism, with the moral 
precepts of Confucius, looking solely to the present state for their religious 
incentives. The old Grecians were content with their “twelve mystical 
gods and time-honored mythology;” and left all difficult moral and 
religious problems to be settled by the philosophers. The Greeks and 
Romans both worshipped the powers of nature. The Romans worshipped 
a mysterious god, or spirit, which governed every action from the crying 
of the babe, through the various gradations of human intelligence, to the 
last action of man in this life. 
' A period of about 4,000 years (Bible chronology) had passed since man 
was formed and placed upon this earth by the God of Heaven; and we 
are told that “in the day that God created man, in the likeness of God 
made he him; male and female created he them ;” and also, “Adam lived 
an hundred and thirty years and begat a son in his own likeness, after his 
image,” as well as many other children. Adam lived until Lamech, the 
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father of Noah, was fifty-six years old, and as Noah was a servant of God 
and accomplished a wondrous work in the design of the Almighty it must 
logically obtain that Adam had testified unto Lamech and he again unto 
his son of the real and tangible existence of God; and as the Egyptian 
nation was founded by the great grand children of Noah, we conclude 
that the personality of God was still known to them—a period of about 
2,000 years after man’s creation; but, still, at the time of pagan Rome men 
had absolutely forgotten the existence of Him in whose image they were 
formed and were worshipping gods with whom they traded and bartered, 
even in such an article as wine, and considered it perfectly legitimate to 
cheat the gods with impunity. We can, therefore, truthfully say that in 
less than 2,000 years men had become idolaters; but still believing that 
there was a mysterious power controlling and over-ruling all things. 

In the midst of this terrible confusion, “God * * gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life.” He came and testified that He was the Son of God and 
that he that had seen Him had seen the Father; because Paul tells us, “He 
was in the express image of his person,” and we are told further, by the 
Savior Himself, that He did nothing but what He had seen the Father 
do. However, through the traditions and mythologies of the age, men 
refused to accept His statements; and as a result of these assertions He, 
and it is believed all of His apostles, save one, sealed their testimony 
with their blood. It is true that a portion of humanity, the Jews, offered 
reverence to the true and living God, but they were the most bitter 
enemies of the Messiah and were chiefly instrumental in His crucifixion. 
Like many others of the historical martyrs, His cause received greater 
impetus after His death than when under His personal administration, 
and within 400 years pagan Rome and the civilized world under its 
dominion became “Christian.” The result of that action by Constantine 
was that the Christian world again became idolatrous. 

The learned John Wesley in his 89th sermon states, “The Christians 
had turned heathens again and only had a dead form left.” The Church 
of England in her homily on the Perils of Idolatry (page 3) says: “Laity 
and clergy, learned and unlearned, all ages, sects and degrees have been 
drowned in abominable idolatry, most detested by God and damnable to 
man for 800 years and more.” 

This} the first of all Protestant churches, in an attempt to check this 
damning evil, attains a climax to all the scientific and philosophic learn- 
ing and discoveries of the day by giving an analysis of the Being whom 
we adore, in the following language: “There is but one living and true 
God, everlasting, without body, parts, or passions; of infinite power, wis- 
dom and goodness.” Let all who may read this article lay aside all sec- 
tarian or denominational convictions and use their strongest reasoning 
faculties and then see if they can get their imagination distorted suffi- 
ciently to conceive of such a being. Are we not right in saying it isa 
myth? Aye, as great a one as any of those of Greece or Rome? The 
writer has often tried to discover what was really understood by that 
description of Deity, but has signally failed until a short time since he 
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chanced to read the synopsis of a lecture given by the Bishop of London 
upon the subject of Faith. The Bishop endeavored in a scientific way to 
show that faith was the power of controlling the will by the intellect; 
and in conclusion asked, “What will come as a necessity out of this faith?” 
He answered thus: “Surely, in the first place, comes the recognition of 
God as in reality the moral law in action.” What? “In reality the moral 
law in action.” Think of it,O Adam; think of it, O Enoch, Noah, Abra- 
ham, Jacob, Moses, Elijah and all ye prophets who have held direct con- 
verse with the eternal God of Heaven and Creator of the earth; think 
of it ye thousands of martyred Saints who have laid down your lives for 
the testimony of the Most High! This London Bishop has scientifically 
demonstrated that your converse was held with naught but your own 
conscience, that you and the Savior when conversing with God were 
simply talking with yourselves. O Isaiah! How well the words of the 
Lord through you apply to the human family of to-day: “Surely your 
turning of things upside down shall be esteemed as the potter’s clay: for 
shall the work say of him that made it, He made me not?” We have 
already shown that “God created man in his own image, in the image of 
God created he him; male and female created he them,” Gen. i: 27; v: 1; 
and this record alone, coming through one of the greatest prophets of . 
Israel should be enough to disprove the statement of the learned Bishop; 
but let us delve more deeply into the matter. 

Following down the generations of man, we find the children of Adam, 
according to the commands of the Lord unto our first parents, began to 
“multiply” and that “abundantly;” and as they increased in numbers 
wickedness grew in proportion. Men began to forget the Almighty, and 
“God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth; and it 
repented the Lord that he had made man.” Enoch had proclaimed the 
Gospel to the inhabitants of the earth for years without avail and “Walked 
with God and he was not; for God took him.” The Lord said, “My spirit 
shall not always strive with man,” and so, under the personal direction of 
the divine Creator, Noah erected an ark “wherein few, that is eight souls 
were saved” from the flood. 

Tracing the generations of Noah through the family of Shem, we find 
an important personage by the name of Abram, whose name was after- 
wards changed by the Lord to Abraham during one of their numerous 
conversations. Upon another occasion the Lord and two other men ap- 
peared unto Abraham in the plains of Mamre. Abraham washed their 
feet while they sat under a tree to rest; and with their assent fetched a 
morsel of bread for them to eat, that their hearts might be comforted. As 
they were departing the Lord talked with Abraham about the destruction 
of Sodom and Gomorrah and other matters. Gen. xii and xviii. 

We find Jacob spending one night wrestling so hard with a strange man 

“until the breaking of day” that his thigh was thrown out of joint; and 
when his eyes had been opened he was enabled to say, “I have seen God 
face to face. Gen. xxxii: 30. 

In the days of the children of Israel in a certain stage of their exodus 

“Went up Moses and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and seventy of the elders 


286 LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


of Israel: and they saw the God of Israel: and there was under his feet as 
it were a paved work of sapphire stone, etc.” Ex. xxiv: 9,10. The Lord 
talked with Moses, saying: “With him will I speak mouth to mouth, even 
apparently, and not in dark speeches; and the similitude of the Lord shall 
he behold.” Num. xii: 8. “And the Lord spake unto Moses face to face, 
as a man speaketh unto his friend.” Ex. xxxiii: 11. 

It would seem that if Deity possessed feet, a face, mouth and all the 
organs of speech, he must have a body with these parts attached. How- 
ever, we have the Lord’s own words on the matter. Moses in appealing to 
the Lord on one occasion said, “Shew me thy glory.” The Lord told him 
to stand upon a rock and then said, “While my glory passeth by, I will 
put thee in the clift of the rock, and will cover thee with my hand while 
I pass by: and I will take away mine hand, and thou shalt see my 
back parts: but my face shall not be seen.” Ex. xxxiii: 22,23. What! God 
has no body and yet has a hand, back parts and a face! Methinks man’s 
handiwork is plainly visible in the description of Deity given by our 
learned friends. The Lord has told the people through Moses, “Ye shall 
not add unto the word which I command you, neither shall ye diminish 
ought from it.” Deut.iv: 2. So unless we depend upon the words of Amos, 
“Surely the Lord God will do nothing, but he revealeth his secret unto 
his servants the prophets” (Amos iii: 7), we are apt to change the meaning 
of the Lord’s sayings, as well as the saying of Peter (2 Peter 1: 20.) 

“Well,” says one, “has He passions?” Let us see. In speaking to Moses 
He says, “I will make all my goodness pass before thee, * * and 
will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will show mercy on whom 
I will show mercy.” Ex. xxxiii: 19. We find in John v: 20, “The Father 
loveth the Son.” The writings of Isaiah, Jeremiah, David and all the 
prophets are replete with passages mentioning his love, mercy, anger, 
fury and other passions. 

We have clearly proven the personality of God without any testimony 
being produced from the teachings of the Savior and His apostles. They 
were men possessing mortal tabernacles and could easily lose themselves 
in a crowd of people to avoid rough treatment, because they were like all 
other men in their physical structure; and yet Paul tells us that the 
Savior, “being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with 
God.” Phil. ii: 6. We have the words of the Savior Himself to Philip: 
“He that hath seen me hath seen the Father.” As stated, the Savior was 
of bodily shape, and what right has man to dispute the words of our 
blessed Redeemer, “Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express 
imag vf his person,” and who, “when he had by himself purged our sins, 
sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high?” Heb. i: 3. 

“Well,” says one, “the Savior tells us that God isa Spirit. Is not that 
contradicting your evidence?” Not at all. The same verse tells us that 
“they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.” Does 
that mean we must worship him without a body? Have we not a smrit 
and a body? Yes. Then, as has been shown, God has a spirit and a body, 
for we are made in His image. Stephen, when being put to death by his 
perseoutors, “Being full of the Holy Ghost looked up steadfastly into 
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heaven, and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing on the right hand 
of God.” Acts 7: 5. 

After His resurrection Jesus appeared unto His apostles and to doubting 
Thomas said: “Behold my hands and my feet, that it is I, myself; handle 
me and see, for a spirit hath nas flesh and bones, as ye see me have.” Luke 
xxiv: 39. Now, if a spirit hath not flesh and bones and Jesus is in the 
express image of His Father’s person, and His words surely can be relied 
upon, what other evidence need be adduced to prove that God is a real 
being with a body, parts and passions? Paul in addressing a concourse of 
Athenians said: “I perceive that in all things ye are too superstitious. 
For as I passed by and beheld your devotions, I found an altar with this 
inscription, To the Unknown God. Whom therefore ye ignorantly wor- 
ship, him declare I unto you.” Acts xvii: 22, 23. 

The Elders of Israel repeat to-day this same testimony to those who are 
worshipping a being that they can neither understand nor describe. The 
Latter-day Saints have founded their faith upon the rock of revelation, 
even that more sure word of prophecy; hence, are not “carried about by 
every wind of doctrine, nor by the sleight of men,” but know that the 
Almighty is a reality and they have great pleasure in testifying to the 
world of this truth. Let all nations take heed of this testimony or it will 
stand against them in the day of judgment; for Alpha and Omega has 
said, “My spirit shall not always strive with man.” W. H.S., JR. 


UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarized from Territorial papers. ) 

A barn and contents belonging to R. E. Hunter of American Fork burned March 12. 
About fifty tons of hay, two sets of harness and one saddle were consumed. The barn 
was a frame structure, a very fine one. The loss is estimated at $1,500; fully insured. 

Elder Elias 8. Kimball has been called to act as president of the Southern States Mis- 
sion, with headquarters at Chattanooga, Tennessee, his brother J. G. Kimball, having 
been released from his labors in that position. He left for his field of laLor immediately 
after the Salt Lake Conference. 


August Peterson, a young man of Salem, met with a very serious accident near the 
West Mountains March 17. He was thawing out some sticks of dynamite in a stove, 
when they exploded, completely demolishing the stove and severely wounding young 
Peterson. His hands and face were terribly mangled and it is a wonder that he was 
not killed instantly. 


The Provo Woolen mills are now running at their full capacity. Lately six new 
patterns in spring cassimeres of excellent quality have been produced by the mills, and 
shortly it is expected that four more new patterns will be manufactured, This cloth is 
claimed to be superior to any that has been heretofore manufactured in Utah, and the 
material is all Utah wool. Another step in the right direction is the manufacture of 
men’s knitted underwear. 

J. P. Olsen of Scipio, Millard County, had been digging a well upon his premises, and 
in descending March 9, the hoisting rope got disarranged, and he fell to the bottom, a 
distance of about twenty feet. Striking upon the bucket at the bottom he dislocated his 
right shoulder, and broke his left leg just above the ankle, the bones protruding through 
the flesh. It was thirty hours before the fractured limbs could be set, the injury being 
beyond the skill of local help. 


